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MEMORAMDUM #0it THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTBLLIGENCE

SUBJECT: KIB«£5: Soviet Bloe Capablilities through 1957

1. Considerable progrese has beer: made in NIE=65, *Boviel
Ploc Capabllities through 1957", over NIE~Gh, "Soviet Bloc Capa-
bilitles, through ¥id~1953*, (12 Hovenber 1952}

a. Greater snalytical precision in the section on
political warfare capabilities, which concentrates upon the
eritical areas of the world, and whleh distinguiehes between
the capabllity to overihrow governments and the cepability
to influence govermments and peoples.,

b, Ureater emphasis on scientific snd technical factors,
which occupy about a quarter of the discussion in NIE-65.

¢, Greater clarity in the military strengths and capa-
bilities sections, with fewer figures, more emphasis on
ailitery programs, and a more gpecific analysis of Bloc alr
defenses and of Soviet capabilities to deliver atomic weapons
in the US.

2, There are an unusually large mmber ¢f tentative reserva-
tions on this paper. Probably the number could have been re=
duced by so.ewhal wnore arbiguous wording, but the points at issue
deserve exploration at the IAC meeting.

8, 0OIR reservation to Coneclusion )
The OIR WOTGLng COTLALNS an estlmate fhat, through
any struggls for power al the top is unlikely to affect
Seviet capabilities or Une stability of the USSR. The Board
and the othsr agencles were urwilling to make guch & sweaping
estinate.

and to Paragraph 16,
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s stnugple == ses footuotes to Conelusion 1 sod peregraph 16),
Horeower, OIR 4w confident that the new rulers of the USSR
will net nake mistekesy the rest of us are nok,

SHERAAE KNT
Assiotant Director
Hational Estinatos
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